
  Get ready for takeoff of Flight 

2009-10!  

 My name is Patty Jordan and I am 

captain of your Fourth District PTA 

crew. For the next two years, I have 

the privilege of serving as the Fourth 

District PTA President.   

 I always enjoy a new adventure 

and look forward to navigating to-

gether as we serve all the children, 

youth and families of Orange County.   

 Some of you are boarding the 

plane as frequent flyers, with years of 

PTA experience, and for others this is 

your first flight. Either way, a flight 

plan is in place for you. 

 Let‟s take a moment to review a 

few in-flight “safety procedures.”  

When questions or concerns arise, 

make sure you reach for the call but-

ton.  

 If you are a PTA council leader, a 

member of the flight crew (also known 

as Fourth District PTA officers and 

chairmen) will be available to assist 

you. For unit leaders, your council of-

ficers and chairmen will be first on 

your call list 

 Do you know where to find the 

emergency exits? Take time to famil-

iarize yourself with the California 

State PTA Toolkit, read through your 

council or unit bylaws, and know the 

current financial procedures. Planning 

ahead and being prepared will make 

for a much smoother flight 

 The floor lights along the aisle are 

used to help guide passengers. PTA 
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running lights will help guide you in 

your PTA position.        

 If you are a council PTA leader, 

attendance at Fourth District PTA 

meetings is a clear path to a successful 

year. If you are a unit PTA leader, at-

tendance at your council meetings is 

crucial to helping you find your way. 

 The meetings will provide you 

with guidance and up-to-date informa-

tion on policies and procedures and an 

opportunity to network with other PTA 

leaders. Be sure to share all the infor-

mation from these meetings with your 

members in a timely manner.   

 In the event of a “water landing” 

your seat cushion becomes a life pre-

server. In order to stay afloat, make 

sure all leaders receive the most up-to-

date training and information.  

 Plan to attend the Fourth District 

PTA Training Workshops held each 

fall and spring. For fall workshop in-

formation, see pages 11 and 12. 

 PTA also offers many resources, 

such as National, State and District 

websites, newsletters and resource 

mailings. Check with your council and 

unit leaders to see if they offer web-

sites or newsletters.  

  So fasten your seat belt and keep 

your eyes on the horizon, because 

we‟re off for the ride of a lifetime. 

Whether it‟s the exhilaration of take-

off or flying through turbulence, your 

flight crew will be with you to help 

ensure a smooth landing!       
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T A Basics 
Treasurers: Getting Started  

 The PTA year has started and you are the treasurer. Where do you be-

gin? Here are some ideas. 

Make sure you have a budget. 

 The California State PTA Toolkit says that you should have presented 

the “proposed budget to the current executive board and the membership at 

the last PTA meeting of the year. (This allows the board-elect the ability to 

cover routine summer expenses as outlined in the bylaws.)” 

  “But that‟s not the way we used to do it!” you might say. 

  What do you do now if your budget committee only met in the sum-

mer and is ready to present the proposed budget to the membership at your 

fall meeting? 

 First, be certain that your proposed budget has been approved by your 

executive board. At your fall meeting present the proposed budget to your 

membership for adoption as planned. 

 Make sure to move up your timeline for next year. Ask your board-

elect to meet, develop and adopt the preliminary budget for the upcoming 

year as soon as the board is elected.  Present the proposed budget to the 

outgoing executive board and the membership at the last PTA meeting of 

the year so that you can cover routine expenses in the summer. 

 Remember that the budget is program and service driven. Plan your 

programs and expenses first, then your fundraisers. 

Be sure to send financial reports through PTA channels. 

 Send your approved audit, year-end financial report (for June 30, 

2009), and current year budget to your council, as directed, after your fall 

meeting.  Contact your unit president or council treasurer to find out how 

these documents should be sent. 

Remit membership dues through channels. 

 Speak with your membership chairperson and president and coordinate 

the first submission of membership dues (sometimes referred to as per cap-

ita dues) through channels.   

Definition of ñchannels.ò 

 This is the route of communication in PTA, typically from unit to 

council, council to district, district to state. Please do not send membership 

directly to Fourth District PTA or California State PTA. 

          ~By Cyndee Ely, Fourth District PTA Treasurer 

 New, updated California State PTA Toolkits were mailed to each unit 

and council president during the summer. This is the most current, compre-

hensive resource for all PTA questions. Set it up in a binder and keep it 

handy for easy reference. 

 Some units buy a second Toolkit and split it up, with officers and 

chairmen taking the sections that pertain to their jobs.   

 The entire Toolkit, in both English and Spanish,  is available online on 

the state website:  www.capta.org 

New PTA Toolkits Have Arrived  
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Fourth District PTA  

Calendar 

7 PTA Office closed for 
Labor Day holiday 

10 Executive Committee Meeting  
9:30 a.m., 4th District PTA Office 

17 Council Presidents Roundtable,  
9:30 a.m.; General Meeting , 10:30 
a.m. Schools First Federal Credit 
Union, Due: Annual Financial  
Reports 

23 Fall Training Workshops , 8:30 
a.m. at National University;  
6 p.m. at Discovery Science  
Center. See pages 12 and 13. 

2 Advocacy Roundtable , 10 a.m. to 
noon, Fountain Valley School  
District Board Room, 10055 Slater. 
 

28 Orange Leaves articles for  
November issue due.  

15 Council Presidents Roundtable, 
9:30 a.m., Executive Board Meet-
ing, 10:30 a.m., OCDE Bldg. D, 
Room 1002. Due:  Early Bird mem-
bership remittance (15 members), 
end of year audits, copy of your 
budget. 

 

17 Rock ñNò Road OC, 2 p.m. to 8 

p.m., The Block at Orange. (See 

page 6.) 

17 Water Innovation Now  family fes-

tival, OCDE. (See page 8.) 

26 Orange Leaves articles for  
December/January issue due. 

October 

September 

By Patty Christiansen, Fourth District PTA Vice President, Advocacy 

By Celia Jaffe, Fourth District PTA Executive Vice President 

 All incoming unit and council officers should attend the Fourth Dis-

trict PTA workshops, especially if they did not attend training at the 

California State PTA Convention. Workshops are offered both in the 

morning and evening on Wednesday, September 23.  

 In addition to training for officers, there are workshops where you 

can learn about fundraising ideas and issues, how to increase parent 

involvement through PTA programs and resources, and the importance 

of keeping arts in our schools. 

 Register for the workshops using the forms on pages 11 and 12 of 

this issue. You can also register online at www.fourthdistrictpta.org.  

 Unit and council presidents, please distribute copies of the registra-

tion form and encourage your officers and chairs to attend. Well-trained 

leaders feel more comfortable in their jobs, perform better, and 

strengthen the overall work of PTA in your schools.    

 Fourth District PTA‟s Sacramento Safari is the best $500 your PTA 

can spend.  With education funding in a state of crisis, it is more impor-

tant than ever to let your PTA voice be heard! 

  Our two-day advocacy trip to Sacramento is tentatively scheduled 

for Monday and Tuesday, March 22-23, 2010.  This is a trip that is well 

worth your PTA‟s money (and is a legitimate PTA expense).  Meet with 

legislators, learn from key consultants and experts in the Capitol, and 

network with PTA advocates from throughout Orange County. Then 

take all of this information, along with your newly developed advocacy 

skills, back to your unit or council to share! 

 Mark your calendars now! Orientation for this advocacy trip will be 

held Friday, February 26, 2010 at the Fountain Valley School District 

board room.  Watch for registration information this fall. 

 Training for parent leaders who plan to promote Red Ribbon Week 

in their communities is being offered by the County of Orange Health 

Care Agency, Public Health Services, Alcohol and Drug Education Pre-

vention Team. The schedule is as follows: 

  Tuesday, September 1   1:30 – 3:30 Santa Ana 

  Wednesday, September 16   2:30 – 4:00 Westminster 

  Wednesday, September 23  3:30 – 5:00 Tustin 

  Monday, September 28    3:30 – 5:00 Costa Mesa 

 A training session for students will be held on: 

  Saturday, September 19   9:00 – 2:00 Placentia 

 To get more information and register go to www.ochealthinfo.com/

adept/red-ribbon/trainings.htm  or call (714)834-4058. 

PTA Training is Essential to Success 

Plan to Join the Sacramento Safari! 

Red Ribbon Training Offered by County  
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By Meg Cutuli, Fourth District PTA Historian  

By Teri Jensen, Fourth District PTA Reflections Chair 

 The unit or council historian has an important job. It‟s 

always interesting and amazing to find out how many 

hours of volunteer services your members have donated 

during the course of a year.  And it‟s fun, too! 

 In addition, keeping track of volunteer hours is a seri-

ous job for several reasons. First, it helps the California 

State PTA maintain its federal tax exempt status. An or-

ganization granted nonprofit charitable status must re-

ceive one-third of its support from the general public. 

That may include service hours expended in carrying out 

the purposes of the organization.  

 Advertising the collective value of the volunteer 

hours donated by your members is a valuable marketing 

tool that helps to raise awareness of PTA and the impor-

tant work we do for children. 

 Foundations that provide grants to nonprofit organiza-

tions often look to the level of volunteer support when 

they decide to donate their funds. 

 When PTA is advocating for children at the local, 

state or national level, a high number of volunteer hours 

demonstrates the active involvement of its members. 

 So please be sure to record those volunteer hours! 

Many units have a volunteer sign-in sheet in the school 

office. Pass around a tally sheet at each PTA meeting.   

 Attention: Council Presidents  
 
At the August orientation meeting you received a 
spreadsheet listing your units and their status re-
garding bylaws. Please check with your units to 
make sure the information is correct and contact 
me with updates and corrections. 
   Julie Redmond 
   Parliamentarian@fourthdistrictpta.org 

 You can make a difference by supporting the National 

PTA Reflections Program at your unit or council. The 

theme for the 2009-2010 program is Beauty is . . . 

 The National PTA Reflections Program is an arts rec-

ognition and achievement program for students in pre-

school through 12th grade. PTA promotes participation  in  

the arts by providing opportunities for students to exercise 

their creative talents in the areas of Visual Arts, Photogra-

phy, Literature, Musical Composition, Dance Choreogra-

phy, and Film Production. Students are encouraged to 

“reflect” the theme in their work and make an Artist‟s 

Statement to explain or connect their work to the theme. 

 A Reflections Packet was included in the summer 

mailing to all PTA unit and council presidents. Please 

give this information to your Reflections Chairperson. 

Early communication to students and parents helps make 

your program successful. Selected entries  advance to the 

council, district and state levels. Last year a few Fourth 

District entries were honored at the national level. 

 All council entries must be submitted to Fourth 

District PTA by Tuesday, December 1. Please plan your 

unit and council programs to accommodate this deadline.  

An exhibit of entries that advance to the Fourth District 

level and a reception for the artists and their families will 

be held in February, 2010.   

 Creative expression through words, pictures, music 

and other art media helps children to get in touch with 

their thoughts and feelings and to grow intellectually.  

Recognition for these efforts is critical to the success of 

the Reflections Program. Remember to recognize and ap-

preciate all of the children who participate at your unit. 

 Additional information on the Reflections Program is 

available on the Fourth District PTA website, 

www.fourthdistrictpta.org, and the California State PTA 

website, www.capta.org.  Go to the National PTA website 

at www.pta.org to view the 2008-09 student entries. 

 You can find a sample volunteer tally form in the 

California State PTA Toolkit, on the California PTA web-

site (www.capta.org) or on the Fourth District PTA web-

site (www.fourthdistrictpta.org). Some historians prefer to 

set up their own tally sheets with names of officers and 

chairs, or positions, listed. 

 Either way, be sure to track the hours of all the 

“worker bees” who volunteer at school. Your tally also 

should include time spent preparing for meetings, orga-

nizing events, driving, making telephone calls about PTA 

activities, and attending training and meetings. 

 We appreciate all that you do for the children of Or-

ange County so let‟s keep track of your dedication and 

commitment! 

Beauty is...this yearõs Reflections Program 

Historians : 

Tracking Volunteer Hours is an Important Job  
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Inside the Outdoors® 
 

Connecting with Nature Changes Young Lives 
By Susan Brown, Inside the Outdoors Foundation Board President 

 As a child, I gained a love and respect of nature 

through camping adventures with my parents and my Girl 

Scout troop. Later, when the school where I was a teacher 

was invited to attend the newly-instituted Inside the Out-

doorsô Outdoor Science School, I jumped at the chance 

for my students to experience nature. That week not only 

changed my students‟ lives, it also changed mine.  

 I observed not only the complete joy of students con-

necting with nature but also the change in their attitudes 

and behavior upon returning to school. Their natural curi-

osity had been rekindled and any topic that I could relate 

to the camp experience was eagerly researched. Later, as 

an administrator, I observed this phenomenon with chil-

dren who went on one-day field trips to local nature pre-

serves and parks. These experiences became the scaffold-

ing that other learning was based upon. But it wasn‟t until 

I transferred to an inner-city school that I learned the true 

power of nature.  

 My students could look out the window of the one-

bedroom apartment that they shared with at least six fam-

ily members and see the snow-capped Matterhorn, but 

few had ever entered Disneyland. For most of them, Out-

door Science School was the first time they had three nu-

tritious meals a day, slept in a bed by themselves and 

walked outside at night without being afraid of gangs and 

gunfire. I will never forget standing in the dark with a 

group of my “macho boys” the first time they saw the 

Milky Way and a shooting star flying past. The expres-

sions of amazement that escaped from their mouths were 

worth all the time spent on the numerous fund-raising 

projects.  

 The week spent experiencing nature was extremely 

powerful for these students. It gave them hope for a better 

future. In sixth grade, the students were assigned a paper 

in which they were to predict what they would be doing in 

20 years. We discussed it before going to Outdoor Sci-

ence School. Several of the boys said they would proba-

bly not be alive. An uncle had been killed in gang vio-

lence, a brother was in prison. A few wanted to be famous 

athletes, but most didn‟t have a vision. Most of the girls 

said they would be married with several children.  

 Upon returning from camp, their outlook had 

changed. Many wanted to be camp counselors, scientists, 

or park rangers. I‟m not sure if any became scientists or 

rangers, but I do know that many more of these students 

graduated from high school and are productive members 

of society, as well as caretakers of the earth.  

 It has been over 30 years since I first took my sixth 

graders to Outdoor Science School. Since then it has been 

 The health of our children and families is a top prior-

ity for PTA at both the state and national levels. Good 

nutrition, exercise, dental check-ups, sun safety, and head 

lice are just a sample of the topics presented on the Cali-

fornia State PTA website. Unit presidents and health 

chairmen are encouraged to regularly visit the site to get 

updated information and ideas for programs, as well as 

articles for unit or council newsletters and websites.  Go 

to www.capta.org and click on Health. 

 California State PTA provides Healthy Lifestyle 

Grants to units, councils and districts that make an out-

standing commitment to promoting health and wellness in 

their communities.  Application forms may be found in 

the California State PTA Toolkit or on the CAPTA web-

site and are due in the State PTA office on November 15.  

The application process takes some time but may be 

worth the effort.  Last year, two Fourth District PTA units 

received grant awards of $550 each to continue their 

health programs.   

 The National PTA website also provides information 

to help parents keep themselves and their children 

healthy. Go to www.pta.org and click on Healthy Life-

styles to download resources such as the Healthy Life-

styles Parent‟s Guide and Wellness Facts posters.   

By Fran Sdao, Fourth District PTA Vice President, Parent 

and Community Concerns 

PTA Provides Information and  

Resources on Family Health 

my passion to allow as many students as possible to con-

nect with nature. I have been very fortunate as a teacher, 

administrator, and Inside the Outdoors Foundation presi-

dent to assist in making that dream a reality. 

 About Inside the Outdoors: Research shows that chil-

dren who are connected to nature are healthier, happier, 

and smarter. Inside the Outdoors is an environmental edu-

cation program administered by the Orange County De-

partment of Education.  There are four types of programs: 

Outdoor Science School, Field Trips, Traveling Scientist, 

and Community Programs. Over 140,000 students each 

year connect to nature through an Inside the Outdoors 

program.  

 For more information, call (714) 708-3885 or go to 

www.insidetheoutdoors.org.  
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By Christina Bayles, Fourth District PTA Drug and 

Alcohol Issues Chair 

Wednesday, October 7  

 Walk to School Day Promotes:  

· Safety on and around school campus 

· Physical activity 

· Reducing traffic congestion, pollution and speed near schools 

· Community awareness 

· Environmental concerns 

· Reducing crime and reclaiming neighborhoods 

 

Walk to School resources at: ochealthinfo.com/pubic/cdip/w2s/ 
 
Information:  Berenis Quiñones, OC Health Care Agency at 
   (714) 667-8336 or bquinones@ochca.com 

 Local bands will compete for a chance to win a 

professional recording session during Rock „N 

Road OC at The Block At Orange.  

 The second annual event, to be held from 2 

p.m. to 8 p.m. on October 17, will kick off Red 

Ribbon Week with music, activities and informa-

tion geared toward teen driving safety, and keeping 

teens alcohol-free, drug-free and safe. Fourth Dis-

trict PTA is one of the event's presenting partners.  

 KIIS-FM DJ Fat Daniel will again host the 

high-decibel Battle of the Bands. High school stu-

dents with their own bands can submit an audition 

CD for this year's competition and aim for that ex-

treme top prize, a professional recording session!                                                                              

 Middle and high school students can also com-

pete for prizes in the Battle of the Banners  and see 

their work displayed around the stage.   

 In addition to the contests, the event offers re-

source tables with plenty of useful information, fun 

give-aways, a chance to experience distorted and 

impaired vision with special goggles, and a sober-

ing look at MADD's crashed car. There will be op-

portunities for parents and teens to talk with ex-

perts on safe driving practices and the dangers of 

underage drinking.  Information about positive and 

successful programs and resources to help keep 

teens safe will also be available. 

 Information is at www.rocknroadoc.info, or 

contact Christina Bayles at cvbayles@pacbell.net 

or (714) 280-0986.   

 Having dinner as a family makes 

a difference! 

 The more often kids eat dinner 

with their families, the less likely 

they are to smoke, drink or use 

drugs.  

 This has been proven through 

more than a decade of research by 

The National Center on Addiction 

and Substance Abuse at Columbia 

University.  

 Family meals are the perfect 

time to talk to your children and lis-

ten to their thoughts and concerns. 

 “If I could wave a magic wand 

to make a dent in our nation's sub-

stance abuse problem, I would make 

sure that every child in America had 

dinner with his or her parents at least 

five times a week,” says Joseph A. 

Califano, Jr., former U.S. Secretary 

of Health, Education and Welfare. 

 Celebrate Family Day – A Day 

to Eat Dinner with Your Children™, 

is a national movement that pro-

motes frequent family dinners as a 

simple, effective way to prevent sub-

stance abuse in kids.   

 This year Family Day is on 

Monday, Sept. 28. 

 To learn more about the program 

and to join parents all across Amer-

ica in taking the Family Day STAR 

pledge (Spend time with kids; Talk 

to them; Answer their questions; 

Recognize I have the power to keep 

my kids substance free), log on to 

www.CASAFamilyDay.org.  

 The website offers a Family Din-

ner Kit (with ideas and conversation 

starters), as well as additional infor-

mation and resources.  

Family Dinners Help Prevent Substance Abuse 

Rock ‘N’ Road OC  

Rocks for Teen Safety 
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By Fran Sdao, Fourth District PTA Vice President for Parent and Community Issues 

By Patty Christiansen, Fourth District PTA Vice President, Advocacy 

 On July 20, California‟s legislative leaders and the 

governor agreed to a budget deal to eliminate the $26 bil-

lion state budget deficit. After nearly 20 hours in session, 

the state legislature passed the package of budget bills. 

 The newly-crafted budget is an all-cuts budget, with 

no “revenue enhancements” (aka taxes). It relies on deep 

cuts in government services (including reforming some of 

the ways the state does business), heavy borrowing from 

local governments, and accounting maneuvers.  

 As education is the single largest line item in the Cali-

fornia budget, this budget includes $5.7 billion in new 

cuts to K-12 schools (directly and through deferred pay-

ments), and an additional $2.3 billion in cuts to higher 

education.  

 K-12 education will be funded at the minimum guar-

antee, but the legislators avoided suspending Proposition 

98. Also noteworthy, this budget: 

Á Reduces 2008-09 Prop. 98 spending by taking back 

$1.6 billion in K-12 education funding that had not 

 There is no debate about the fact that family involve-

ment in schools boosts student achievement. Families and 

parents can support their children‟s schooling by volun-

teering, attending school functions and participating in 

parent-teacher conferences. They can become more in-

volved by helping their children improve their school-

work through encouragement, modeling desired behavior 

(such as reading for pleasure), monitoring and helping 

with homework, and tutoring their children at home. 

 Studies show that when parents and family members 

are involved in their children‟s school, children benefit, 

schools benefit, and families benefit. 

 Benefits to children, regardless of socioeconomic 

status, ethnic/racial background, or parentsô educa-

tion level, include: 

Á Higher grades and test scores. 

Á Better attendance records and homework completion 

rates. 

Á Higher graduation rates and higher postsecondary 

education enrollment. 

Á Lower dropout rates. 

Á Decrease in negative behaviors such as alcohol and 

drug use and violence. 

Á Increase in positive attitudes and behaviors. 

been distributed to school districts at the close of the 

2008-09 fiscal year. 

Á Reduces school district revenue limits by $2.4 billion 

in 2009-10, including a commensurate categorical 

reduction for Basic Aid Districts. 

Á Defers $1.7 in revenue limit payments from 2009-10 

to 2010-11.  

Á Suspends the High School Exit Exam as a graduation 

requirement for students with disabilities beginning in 

2009-10. 

Á Authorizes local education agencies to reduce the 

number of instructional days to 175 per year through 

2012-13. 

Á Suspends the requirement to purchase newly adopted 

instructional materials and suspends regular State 

Board of Education adoptions through 2012-13.  

  

 Benefits to schools include: 

Á Better teacher morale and higher ratings of teachers 

by parents. 

Á Better reputations of schools within the community. 

Á Better performance of school programs that involve 

parents versus identical programs that do not include 

parents. 

 

 Benefits to families include: 

Á Better connection between parents, children, and 

communities. 

Á Increase in support and services to families, including 

opportunities to improve family relationships. 

Á Improved relationships between parents and children. 

 

 There is a correlation between the level of family in-

volvement and student achievement – the more extensive 

the family involvement, the greater the impact on student 

achievement.   

 

(From the March 2008 MetLife Foundation Afterschool 

Alert Issue No. 32,  reprinted in PTA in California, March 

2009) 

 

Parent Involvement is Essential for Student Achievement 

State Budget Cuts $5.7 Billion from Public School Funding 
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You may recall a late November, 

2007, issue of National Geographic 

magazine with a provocative picture of three pairs of legs, 

each pair standing in its own plastic tub.  

 The article accompanying the photo describes Austra-

lia‟s extreme drought and the equally extreme measures 

employed to minimize personal water use. Families 

shower together wearing bathing suits, while standing in 

washtubs to capture all the water that normally would 

disappear through the drain to save every drop of this pre-

cious, indispensable, and rare resource.  

 This is just another reminder that we are in a global 

water crisis. Although over 71 percent of the earth‟s sur-

face is covered with water, only three percent is fresh wa-

ter, and even less is available to Californians.   

 The California Department of Water Resources in-

forms us that California is in the third year of drought. In 

the February, 2009, Governor‟s Proclamation, Governor 

Schwarzenegger declared a state of emergency due to the 

“conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and 

property…caused by the current and severe drought con-

ditions and water delivery restrictions.”  

 The sobering facts include last winter‟s snow pack 

being 39 percent below normal, rainfall measurements 

that are 24 percent below normal, and a state population 

that has grown by nine million residents since our state‟s 

last drought in 1991.   

 Emergency conditions reflect the adverse impact on 

the environment, economy, wildlife, communities, and 

recreation as a result of California‟s ongoing water short-

age. The state‟s agricultural center, the San Joaquin Val-

ley, is receiving 10 percent of its requested water alloca-

tion. This dramatically impacts the ability of farmers to 

grow food, further impacting food prices and the income 

of many people.  

 Increases in customers‟ water rates, either to encour-

age conservation or to react to increased costs associated 

with acquiring supplemental water sources, is another 

common drought outcome. The coming fall presents an 

elevated risk for catastrophic fires, reflecting the cumula-

tive impacts of a third successive dry year.  

 In our commitment to world class education opportu-

nities, the Orange County Department of Education has 

partnered with the University of California, Irvine, along 

with business, education, and water agency partners to 

create a profound lifelong learning experience for Orange 

County students.   

 Now in its second year, Water Innovation Now 

(WIN) combines academics, creativity, and technology to 

develop an ethic of water conservation with our youth. 

We believe that our students will share their learning ex-

periences with their families and will become the innova-

tors who create effective mechanisms to conserve and 

effectively use this precious resource. 

 We invite you to attend the free Water Innovation 

Now (WIN) family festival at the Orange County Depart-

ment of Education on Saturday, October 17, to kick off a 

year of learning about water and its connections to health, 

environment, industry, agriculture, and policy.  

 We encourage you to join us and enjoy water-related 

learning activities and games. Families and educators will 

obtain further information about Orange County‟s unique 

academic contest dedicated to encouraging K-12 students 

to become young water innovators. 

 Please watch for a WIN Kickoff Celebration flyer 

and be sure that your school is represented at the October 

event!  We look forward to seeing your students‟ entries 

in February!  

 For additional WIN contest information, please 

visit http://win.ocde.us or contact Denise Antrim at (714) 

966- 4381 or dantrim@ocde.us. 

 

   

Learning About Water Conservation  
 

  By William M. Habermehl, Orange County Superintendent of Schools 

  I can make a difference byé; My Favorite Place;  

Wow! These are all past themes for the National PTA Re-

flections Arts Recognition Program.  

 Each of these themes was suggested by a student who 

submitted  their idea to National PTA. 

 The National PTA is looking for a theme for the Re-

flections Program for 2011-2012. Students must submit 

their original theme idea directly to the California State 

PTA at the address shown on the entry form by Novem-

ber 1, 2009.  The student who submits the winning entry 

will receive $100, and his or her theme will be presented 

at the 2010 National PTA Convention. 

 You will find the Theme Search entry form in the 

Reflections Program packet or by going to 

www.capta.org.  Click on Reflections, then on Theme 

Search Application under Fill-In Forms. 

National PTA Needs Ideas for 

the 2011-12 Reflections Theme 
By Teri Jensen, Fourth District PTA Reflections Chair 
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Mensaje de la Presidenta 
 

 ¡El cielo es el límite!  
 

 Por Patty Jordan 

 ¡Prepárense para despegar en el vue-

lo 2009-10! 

 Mi nombre es Patty Jordan y yo soy 

su capitana de tripulación del Cuarto 

Distrito. Por los dos siguientes dos años 

tendré el privilegio de servir como su 

Presidenta de PTA del Cuarto Distrito. 

 Siempre he disfrutado las aventuras 

nuevas y estoy emocionada de trabajar 

junto a ustedes para servir a todos los 

niños, jóvenes y familias del condado de 

Orange. 

 Algunos de ustedes abordaran el 

avión como pasajeros frecuentes con 

varios años de experiencia en PTA mien-

tras que para otros, este será su primer 

vuelo. No importa cuál sea su posición, 

le tenemos un plan de vuelo. 

 Por ello tómenos un momento para 

revisar los “procedimientos de seguri-

dad” durante el vuelo. Cuando haya pre-

guntas o preocupaciones, asegúrese de 

tocar el botón de ayuda. Si usted es un 

líder de consejo, un miembro de la tripu-

lación (también conocido como Oficial o 

Director del Cuarto Distrito de PTA) 

podrá ayudarle. Para los líderes de la 

unidad, los oficiales del consejo o sus 

directores son los que están en la lista 

de ayuda. 

 ¿Sabe dónde encontrar las salidas 

de emergencia? Tómese tiempo para 

familiarizarse con la Guía de PTA del 

Estado de California, lea los estatutos 

de su asociación, y conozca los proce-

dimientos financieros actuales; si pla-

nea primero y está preparado su vuelo 

será mucho más placentero. 

 Las luces de emergencia en un 

avión ayudan a guiar a los pasajeros. 

Si usted es un líder del Consejo es 

imprescindible que acuda a las juntas 

del Cuarto Distrito de PTA. Si usted es 

un líder de unidad, su junta de consejo 

es crucial para recibir la guía e infor-

mación necesarias que le ayudaran a 

tener un año exitoso de PTA. En estas 

juntas usted recibirá guías e informa-

ción corriente sobre las políticas y 

procedimientos, y tendrá la oportuni-

dad de conocer y contactarse con otros 

miembros de PTA. Asegúrese de com-

partir toda la información recibida en 

dichas juntas con sus miembros, lo 

más pronto posible.        

 En evento de tener un “aterrizaje en 

el agua” el cojín de su asiento se con-

vierte en salvavidas. Para mantenerse a 

flote asegúrese que sus miembros reci-

ban la información más actualizada y 

entrenamiento. Planee asistir a los talle-

res de entrenamiento que el Cuarto Dis-

trito ofrece en el otoño o primavera 

(busque la forma de inscripci·n incluida 

en este suplemento). Asegúrese que sus 

miembros de la mesa directiva asistan 

también. Entre más entrenados estén 

todos los oficiales, mas fácil será lograr 

las metas de su PTA. PTA también ofre-

ce muchos recursos como sus sitios de 

internet, boletines noticiosos y muchas 

otras circulares que manda por correo. 

Pregunte a sus miembros del consejo o 

distrito si su PTA ofrece un sitio de in-

ternet o un boletín noticioso. 

 Así que abroche su cinturón de se-

guridad y mire al horizonte, pues vamos 

a tomar el viaje de su vida. Tiene razón 

en estar excitado por las turbulencias que 

encontrara en el camino ¡ya que su tripu-

lación le ayudara a tener un aterrizaje 

seguro y exitoso!    

111Û  Convenci·n anual de PTA de California.  
Del 29 de abril al 2 de mayo de 2010 en Sacramento.  

¡No olvide incluirla en su presupuesto! 
¡Agréguela a su calendario de PTA! 
¡Designe a un director de Convención que coordine los esfuer-
zos de su asociación! 

 
 No es muy temprano para planear asistir a la convención estatal 
en Sacramento. Cuando prepare su presupuesto, asegúrese de 
incluir los gastos de los representantes de la convención. Los presi-
dentes del consejo deben animar a sus unidades a asistir a la con-
vención así mismo como ayudarles en el proceso de inscripción. 
 La convención es un lugar excelente para averiguar más sobre 
la PTA ¿Cómo manejar su PTA? Infórmese de todos los asuntos 
que están afectando el sistema educativo. 
 Con los cortes del presupuesto estatal, los dólares educaciona-
les se van haciendo menos, por ello es importante asistir a la con-
vención de PTA, así nuestras voces unidas serán oídas. 
    ~Por Ellen Carroll, Vice presidenta de Convención. 

Hay nuevas Guías de PTA 

del Estado de California  
  

 Nuevas Guías de la PTA del Estado 

de California actualizadas fueron man-

dadas por correo a los presidentes de 

unidad este verano. Este es el recurso 

más actualizado y completo que contesta 

la mayoría de las preguntas de la PTA. 

Póngala en una carpeta para que sea un 

recurso de referencias sencillas de mane-

jar. 

 Algunas unidades compran un se-

gundo ejemplar de la Guía de PTA del 

estado de California para tenerlas más 

accesibles a todos los oficiales y directo-

res pues les facilitara sus trabajos. 

 También la Guía de PTA del Estado 

de California está disponible en inglés y 

español, en el sitio de internet de la PTA 

estatal: www.capta.org 
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Translation by   After School Spanish Program 909 -319-9796  

Todos los oficiales de PTA que han 

sido elegidos deben asistir a los talleres 

de entrenamiento del Cuarto Distrito de 

PTA, especialmente si no asistieron a la 

Convención Estatal de PTA. Los talleres 

son ofrecidos en la mañana y en la tarde-

noche el miércoles 23 de septiembre.  

 Además de entrenamiento para los 

oficiales, tenemos clases en las que pue-

de aprender ideas para recaudación de 

fondos, como reclutar a mas miembros a 

través de programas y recursos de la 

PTA, y la importancia de dejar la educa-

ción artística en las escuelas. 

 Regístrese para los talleres de entre-

namiento llenando la forma de inscrip-

ción que aparece en las páginas 11 y 12 

de este suplemento. También puede ins-

cribirse en el sitio de internet en 

www.fourthdistrictpta.org.  

 Presidentes de consejo y unidades, 

por favor distribuyan las copias de la 

forma de inscripción y anime a sus ofi-

ciales y directivos a asistir. Los líderes 

bien entrenados se sienten más a gusto 

en sus puestos y en general hacen un 

mejor trabajo ayudando a mejorar a su 

escuela. 

 ¡Recuerda que cualquier entrena-

miento siempre te ayudara a mejorar tu 

vida y la de tu familia! 

¡Nosotros tenemos la respuesta!   
Llámenos  714 -540-1575 
 
La línea telefónica en español  es la  
solución para sus problemas de PTA. 
 
¿Cuándo es la fecha límite para pagar las cuotas de membresía? 
¿Cuándo es la fecha límite para el pago del seguro? 
¿Quién me puede ayudar a entrenar a mi equipo de PTA? 
 
Las repuestas a estas y muchas otras preguntas serán contestadas en 
la línea telefónica en español del Cuarto Distrito de PTA. Lo único que 
tiene que hacer es llamarnos, escuchar las instrucciones del mensaje y 
dejar un recado con un número telefónico en donde le podamos locali-
zar, además de un breve mensaje acerca de su problema o pregunta. 
Una persona de nuestro equipo de enlace le regresara la llamada lo 
más pronto posible. 
 

 Su año de PTA ha comenzado y 

usted es el tesorero ¿Por dónde empe-

zar? He aquí algunas ideas: 

Asegúrese de tener un presupuesto 
 La Guía de la PTA de California 

dice que usted debe haber presentado 

una “propuesta de presupuesto” a su 

mesa directiva en la última junta de PTA 

del año (Esto le ayudara a la mesa direc-

tiva entrante a cubrir gastos rutinarios 

durante el verano que estarán especifica-

dos por sus estatutos.  

  “¡Pero esta no es la manera en que 

lo hemos hecho!” usted puede decir. 

  ¿Que hará si su comité presupuesta-

rio solamente tuvo una junta en el vera-

no y tiene la propuesta del presupuesto 

lista para presentar en su primera junta 

de otoño? 

 Primero asegúrese que su propuesta 

de presupuesto ha sido aprobada por su 

mesa directiva. Entonces presente dicho 

presupuesto en su junta de asociación de 

otoño y asegúrese de adoptarlo. 

 Haga el cambio de la fecha para el 

año entrante. Pídale a su mesa directiva 

que se reúna y desarrolle un presupuesto 

preliminar para el año entrante en cuanto 

la nueva mesa directiva sea electa, así 

puede presentar el presupuesto propues-

to a los miembros, en la última junta del 

año para poder cubrir los gastos rutina-

rios del verano.  

 Recuerde que su presupuesto deberá 

ser definido en cuanto a los programas 

que la PTA proporciona. Una vez que 

tenga planeados los gastos, entonces 

decida qué tipo de recaudaciones de fon-

dos hará su PTA 

Asegúrese de mandar los reportes 

financieros a través de los canales 

apropiados de PTA. 
 Mande su auditoria aprobada, su 

reporte financiero al final de año (la fe-

cha límite es el 30 de junio) y su presu-

puesto actual al consejo, después de pre-

sentarlo en su junta de otoño. Contacte 

al presidente de su unidad o al tesorero 

del consejo para saber cómo mandar 

dichos documentos. 

Mande los pagos de membrecía a 

través de los canales apropiados. 
 Hable con el director de membrecía 

de su mesa directiva y su presidente y 

coordine el primer pago de membrecía 

(conocido como pago per-c§pita o por 

miembro) a través de los canales apro-

piados de PTA. 

Definici·n de ñcanales apropiadosò. 
 Estos canales son la ruta de comuni-

cación de la PTA que usualmente va de 

unidad a consejo, de consejo a distrito y 

de distrito al estado. Por favor NO 

MANDE PAGOS DE MEMBRESIA 

DIRECTAMENTE AL CUARTO 

DISTRITO DE PTA O A LA PTA 

DEL ESTADO. 

Empezando su año como tesorero de PTA  

Por Cyndee Ely, Tesorera del Cuarto Distrito de PTA 

PTA del Cuarto Dis-

trito ofrece talleres 

de entrenamiento. 

Por Celia Jaffe, Vice presidenta ejecu-

tiva del Cuarto Distrito de PTA. 
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Taller matutino  
National University 
3390 Harbor Blvd., Costa Mesa 
Registro 8:30 AM 
Clases empiezan a las: 9 AM 

Taller vespertino  
Discovery Science Center 
2500 N. Main Street, Santa Ana 
Registro: 6:00 PM 
Clases empiezan a las: 6:30 PM. 

Use una forma de inscripción para cada persona. Por favor escriba con letra de molde y complete la siguiente sección: 

NOMBRE :_______________________________________________________________________ 
               DIRECCION DE  
TELEFONO :_________________________CORREO ELECTRONICO : _____________________ 
 
NOMBRE DE LA UNIDAD  :______________NOMBRE DEL CONSEJO  : ____________________  

Por favor complete la forma a continuación y haga el  
cheque a nombre de: Fourth District PTA .   M§ndelo a: 
 

Fourth District PTA  
1520 Brookhollow Drive, #40  
Santa Ana, CA 92705  

No habrá servicio de guardería.  

Fourth District  

Por favor marque el taller (los talleres) que desea tomar:  
Matutino (National University) 
Ã Puntos Básicos para Presidentes   9 AM a 12:15 PM  En ingles. Para Presidentes y Vicepresidentes.  

Ã Puntos Básicos de PTA    9 AM a 12:15 PM   En español.  

Ã Procedimientos Financieros    9 AM a 12:15 PM  Para tesoreros, auditors y secretarios financieros.  

Ã Taller para secretarios     9 AM a 10:30 AM  Toma de minutas, mociones y archivos legales. 
Ã Recaudación de fondos    9 AM a 10:30 AM  Ideas y retos de la recaudación de fondos 

Ã Educación de Padres     10:45 AM a 12:15 PM Sugerencias de programas  
Ã Parlamentario       10:45 AM a 12:15 PM  Procedimientos, reglamento y estatutos de PTA. 

 
Vespertino (Discovery Science Center) 
Ã Puntos Básicos para Presidentes   6:45 PM a 9 PM   Para Presidentes y vicepresidentes. 

Ã Procedimientos Financieros    6:45 PM a 9 PM   Para tesoreros, auditors y secretarios financieros. 

Ã Procedimientos Financieros    6:45 PM a 7:45 PM En español. Para tesoreros, auditors y secretarios financieros.  

Ã Sitios de Internet         6:45 PM a 7:45 PM  Comunicación a través de la Internet 

Ã Taller para secretarios     8 PM a 9 PM   Toma de minutas, mociones y archivos legales. 

Ã Defensa de las Artes      8 PM a 9 PM   Mantenga el arte vivo en nuestras escuelas 

No escriba. Espacio para el uso de la oficina únicamente./ For office use only 
Date received______________________________Check_____Check number____________ Cash____ 

Cuota de Inscripción: $10 por persona (No habr§ reembolsos) 
Fecha limite de inscripción: 15 de septiembre. 
Si se inscribe por Internet o por correo, su cheque deberá ser en-
viado a la oficina del Cuarto Distrito de PTA, no mas tarde del 15 
de septiembre. 

¡Inscríbase rápido! ¡No se le garantizara asiento, ni materiales si se registra el mismo día!  

 Talleres de Entrenamiento de Otoño  
Miércoles, 23 de septiembre  

        ¡Con PTA Se Puede!  
Por favor ayúdenos a proveer co-
mida saludable a nuestras familias 
necesitadas del Condado de Orange. 
Contribuya con traer una donación 
de comidas enlatadas. Las dona-
ciones recibidas serán donadas a 
Second Harvest Food Bank.  
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Morning Workshop  
National University 
3390 Harbor Blvd., Costa Mesa 
Registration:    8:30 a.m. 
Program begins:   9 a.m. 

Evening Workshop  
Discovery Science Center 
2500 N. Main Street, Santa Ana 
Registration:     6:00 p.m. 
Program begins:    6:30 p.m. 

Use one registration form for each person.  Please print clearly.  Fill in all the blanks.  

NAME:_______________________________________________________________________  
 
PHONE:________________________________E-MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________  
 
UNIT NAME:____________________________COUNCIL NAME: ______________________  

Complete the form below and make check payable to  
Fourth District PTA . Send to:  
 

     Fourth District PTA  
     1520 Brookhollow Drive, #40  
     Santa Ana, CA 92705  
 

Childcare will not be available.  

Fourth District  

For office use only 
Date received______________________________Check_____Check number____________Cash____ 

Registration Fee:  $10 per person (No refunds)  
Registration Deadline : September 15 
Your check must be received in the Fourth District PTA Office 
no later than September 15.  
 

Register early! There is no guarantee of a seat or handouts if you register on site! 

 Fall Training Workshops  

Please check the workshop(s) you will attend:  
Morning (National University) 
Ã Presidential Basics     9 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.  For presidents and executive vice presidents 

Ã PTA Basics in Spanish    9 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.  Overview of PTA rules and procedures 

Ã Financial Procedures     9 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.  For treasurers, financial secretaries and auditors 

Ã Secretary        9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  Minutes, motions, and legal records 
Ã Fundraising     9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  Fundraising ideas and issues 

Ã Parent Education    10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Program ideas 

Ã Parliamentarian      10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Procedures, bylaws and rules 
 

Evening (Discovery Science Center) 
Ã Presidential Basics     6:45 p.m. to 9 p.m.  For presidents and executive vice presidents 

Ã Financial Procedures     6:45 p.m. to 9 p.m.   For treasurers, financial secretaries and auditors 

Ã Financial Procedures, Spanish 6:45 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.  For treasurers, financial secretaries and auditors; in Spanish 

Ã Websites      6:45 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.  Communicating through the Internet 

Ã Secretary        8 p.m. to 9 p.m.    Minutes, motions, and legal records 

Ã Art Advocacy     8 p.m. to 9 p.m.   Keeping the arts in our schools 

Wednesday, September 23  

PTA CAN!  
Please help us provide healthy 
food to our needy Orange 
County families by bringing a 
donation of canned food.  
All donations will be given to 
the Second Harvest Food Bank. 
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 Each PTA in Fourth District will have two Orange Leaves subscriptions automatically sent to the school 
site for the unit president and school principal.  Councilsõ subscriptions are sent to the school district for the 
superintendent and mailed to the home of the council president.  This form is for ADDITIONAL subscrip-
tions for PTA board members and other interested members. Do not list subscriptions for presidents and ad-
ministrators.  
 Order early; back issues may not be available.  Electronic distribution is an opt-in for all; the newsletter is 
not sent via e-mail automatically.  There is no charge for Orange Leaves subscriptions. 

 
Please PRINT all information.   

Be sure to include your Zip Code +4 and email address for opt-in electronic distribution (Adobe PDF) 

For additional subscriptions, please provide all information 
on a separate attached sheet of paper. 

 

Mail to:  

Fourth District PTA 
Orange Leaves Subscriptions 
1520 Brookhollow Drive, # 40 
Santa Ana, CA  92705-5422 

Contact  
Person:   Phone:   Email:   

Subscription #1 

Name:  Phone:   

Address:   City:   ZIP:  

Email Address:     

Delivery method:  Paper copy only PDF via e-mail copy only  Both 

Subscription #2 

Name:  Phone:   

Address:   City:   ZIP:  

Email Address:     

Delivery method:  Paper copy only PDF via e-mail copy only  Both 

Subscription #3 

Name:  Phone:   

Address:   City:   ZIP:  

Email Address:     

Delivery method:  Paper copy only PDF via e-mail copy only  Both 

Subscription #4 

Name:  Phone:   

Address:   City:   ZIP:  

Email Address:     

Delivery method:  Paper copy only PDF via e-mail copy only  Both 

Subscription #5 

Name:  Phone:   

Address:   City:   ZIP:  

Email Address:     

Delivery method:  Paper copy only PDF via e-mail copy only  Both 

range Leaves Subscription Form 2009-2010 



September 

2009 

1520 Brookhollow Dr., #40 

Santa Ana, CA  92705-5449 

 

Fourth District 

Put it in your PTA budget! 

Put it on your calendar! 

Put a chairman in charge! 

 
 It is not too soon to start planning for the California State 

PTA Convention.  As you prepare your budget, please be sure to 

include convention as one of your line items.  Council presidents 

should appoint convention chairs to encourage their units to at-

tend and to assist their units with the registration process. 

 Convention is an excellent place to find out more about PTA, 

learn how to do your PTA job, and become informed about issues 

affecting public education. 

 With the state budget eating away at education dollars it is 

important that we attend convention and let our voices be heard.  

  

 Ellen Carroll, Fourth District PTA Vice President Convention 

 convention@fourthdistrictpta.org 

  

111th Annual California State PTA Convention 
             April 29 - May 2  in Sacramento 


