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Participate in Democracy: 
VOTE! 

 
Voter Registration Frequently Asked Questions 
Who may register to vote? 
        You may register to vote if you are all these: 

• A US citizen 
• A resident of California 
• At least 18 years of age on or before the next 
election 
• Not in prison or on parole for a felony 
conviction 
• Not declared mentally incompetent by court 
action 

How do I register to vote? 
By filling out a Voter Registration Form available at all Post Offices, city halls, 
most public libraries, Department of Motor Vehicles and most governmental  
agencies. You can also fill out forms online through Orange County Registrar of  
Voters (http://voters.ocgov.com) or through the Secretary of State  
(http://www.ss.ca.gov) 

When must I reregister to vote? 
         When you move, change your name or wish to change your political party 
          affiliation. A voter must be registered 15 days before Election Day. 
If I didn’t vote in the last election, do I have to reregister? 
          No. Generally, you are registered to vote as long as you live at the same address. 
I just moved into California, when am I able to register to vote? 
          There is no waiting period in the state of California before you can register to vote. 
          However, you must be registered 15 days prior to an election to be eligible to vote. 
Must I register with a specific party? 
         No. California law states that an individual may choose either to register with a 
         specific political party, register as non-partisan or decline to state. 
How can I find out if I am already registered to vote?  
         If you received a sample ballot for the last election, you are registered to vote. You  
         can call the Registrar of Voters office at (714) 567-7600 to see if you are registered. 
What is “absentee voting”? 
         Absentee voting is voting by mail. You can request that your ballot be mailed to   
         you, and then you return the ballot by mail or hand it in at a polling place on 
         Election Day. The request form for an absentee ballot is available online at 
         www.oc.ca.gov/election and is also printed on your sample ballot. 
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